
Activity 4.                        Choose one theme, from those listed in activity 3, which you will base 

your final design upon.  

Inspiration for your design will be received by gathering images associated with 

the theme. In the box below sketch or stick in images associated with your chosen 

theme. Images may be sourced from sketching, photographs, books, magazines, 

internet.  

An example of images gathered for an NBA basketball  theme is shown below. 

Decorative Metalwork: Design and Manufacture Activity Sheet        Having completed this project I will be able to; 

 Create a decorative design using logical steps 
 Identify the properties of Copper and Brass. 
 Accurately cut and shape sheet metal. 
 Understand when and how to correctly use tin snips 
 Identify some properties of Soft Solder 
 List the steps needed to sweat solder sheet metal. 

 

 

 

Activity 1. 

A design brief is a written statement which outlines a problem and requires you to design a solution. Highlighting the keywords 

in the brief will help to isolate  the most important elements and allow you to focus on finding a suitable solution.  

Read the design brief given below several times and underline or highlight the key words.  

Decorative metalwork has been used for centuries to enhance its surroundings and to show the beauty of highly polished metals. 

Decorative metalwork can take many forms, from impressive public statues to ornate metal jewellery.                                                

Design a decorative artefact, made from a variety of contrasting materials, to enhance a room in your home, school or  local club. 

The artefact should be based on a theme of your choice. Consideration must be given to joining methods, finishing techniques and 

protection from tarnishing. 

Activity 2. 

Each key word that you have highlighted should now be expanded upon  to help you understand how it will impact on your final 

design. Complete the table below outlining a description of the keyword and detailing the impact it will make on the design.  

Use additional paper if needed. 

Keyword Description  Impact on final design 

Decorative Is attractive to look at It must look well, but it could also have a function 

Metalwork Made from metal Contrasting colours will make it look well. May use other materials? 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Chosen Theme: ________________________. 

 

Activity 3.                      A suitable theme must be chosen on which to base the final design. It is now time to brainstorm possible themes. A theme 

can range from music to love and from football to chess. Choose a number of themes which are of interest to you and give a reason 

why it may be suitable for this project. Some images of possible themes are shown below on the left. 

Theme Reason for choosing 

  

  

  

  

  

Theme Reason for choosing 

  

  

  

  

  

(E.G.) Chosen Theme: NBA Basketball 

 



Activity 5. 

Use the images in activity 4 as inspiration to sketch a number of possible solutions.   

An example of how you might use the NBA images as inspiration for a possible idea is shown underneath.   

Two Stars & a Wish Activity 12. 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

 

 

 

Activity 7.                       Choose the  materials you will use in your project. Include a reason for choosing the material. List  

an appropriate joining method for the proposed materials. 

Material Reason for Choosing Joining Method 

   

   

   

   

Activity 8. 

Transfer your finished design to the pieces  of material. Your design may be accurately transferred to each piece of 

material using carbon paper and a pen or pencil. 

Activity 9. 

Having transferred your design using the carbon paper, detail one method of permanently marking the design into 

the material. 

Method: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Activity 10. 

FINISH  NAME  DESCRIPTION 

  
Having been polished a clear lacquer is applied to the surface of the met-

al. This prevents future tarnishing. 

 Plastic Dip Coating  

 Mottling  

  
A coloured finish is applied to the surface of the metal using an aerosol 

can. 

  
The metal is softened and a raised design is hammered into the  

Surface using a variety of different hammers.  

The brief requires that you to achieve a highly polished finish on the presented project.  

Complete the table below by matching the image, name and description for each decorative metalwork process. 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Activity 11. 

Part Finish Reason  

   

   

   

Choose a suitable finish for each part of your completed design. Give a reason for your choice. 

In the space provided, or elsewhere, make a 

neat, full size drawing of your final design. 

Activity 6. 


